
FOR Statement 
 
A yes vote on the Special Bond Election will allow Sevier County to issue $3.55 million in bonds to help 
build a recreation and community center.  The center will include courts, various types of pools, exercise 
areas, an indoor track, and classrooms.  The project is a joint effort between Richfield City, Sevier 
County, and Snow College.  A new facility will be too expensive for any one entity to build alone, but 
through a coordinated effort, the possibility exists to construct and operate a facility with more offerings.  
The project and issuance of bonds is contingent on each entity procuring their portion of funding. 
 
The current bond for the Sevier Valley Center, approved by taxpayers in 2001 will end in 2021.  If voters 
approve the bond, it will begin in 2022 and end in 2031.  Currently, a typical home worth $150,000 pays 
$26.15 per year for the SVC bond.  If this new community center bond is approved, that amount will drop 
to approximately $18.31 per year for a $150,000 residence and an estimated amount of $33.29 per year on 
a business (now approximately $48) or secondary residence having the same value. 
 
This project will enhance the current recreation infrastructure and opportunities in Sevier County.  The 
center will replace Richfield City’s existing pool facility that is outdated and past its useful life.  The 
proposed competition pool will support three high school swim teams and summer swim competitions.  
The outdoor pool will offer families a closer alternative for children for summer pool activities.  The 
center will have something to benefit people of all ages and provide a place to stay active during the 
winter months. 
 
Multi-use rooms for community classes and education will be available for subjects such as art, crafts, 
and other hobbies. 
 
For context, current plans and estimates are conceptual and will be refined by project partners with 
professional architects and engineers as the proposal moves forward. 
 
The facility will help develop the Snow College Richfield Campus and improve student offerings and 
student life.  The center will become an additional reason for events to come to Sevier County because 
visitors will have options for their time while attending events at the Sevier Valley Center.  Further, 
people riding and using the many local trails will have options for additional recreational activities.  The 
recreation center will further define our area as a hub or center of activity in central Utah and improve the 
quality of life. 
 
Submitted by the Sevier County Commissioners 
Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden 
Ralph Brown 
Scott Johnson 
 

************ 
 
For Statement Rebuttal 
 
Nowhere in this project proposal has there been any explanation how the long-term Increases in 
Operation and Maintenance costs will be funded. With 2 of the largest taxpayers in Sevier County being 
limited in their time of operations both from a resource and a political standpoint. Where will the dollars 
come from in the event of an economic collapse. Having to ask the Utah State legislature for continuous 
funds to build and operate these facilities does not make long term fiscal sense for any county.  Yet Sevier 
county seems to want to do so. Taxpayers will be paying for a facility that at some point may need to be 
shuttered or continue to operate while essential needs are limited due to budget constraints.  



Voters need to understand this is a NEW self-imposed tax. By a YES vote you would be obligating 
yourselves, and every other taxpayer, if passed, to not only this bond but, if constructed, all future cost 
increases.  
Richfield City has the financial ability to build and maintain a pool of a reasonable size without any 
outside financial support as Salina has done. This project is NOT a vital need to the county. If this project 
is going to be supporting the needs of 3 High school swim teams the Sevier School District should be 
financially involved in this project or the Share agreement that Richfield City has with the SSD should 
not be valid as this project is not within the scope of Richfield City’s recreation program.   
 
Mike Turner 
Monroe Resident 
Richfield City Business Property Owner 
 

************ 
 
AGAINST STATEMENT 

Taxpayers of Sevier County, a public entity within Sevier County, Richfield City, is 
asking to have all county taxpayers approve a bond in the amount of 3.5 million dollars 
as partial funding of a NON ESSENTIAL facility (swimming pool/ recreation facility) to 
be located within the city limits of RICHFIELD. Richfield residents will be asked to 
support a matching bond. 
 
The county's participation will be up to 7 million dollars, 3.5 of which is this proposed 
bond. The other 3.5 million coming from a CIB grant/loan. The county will be participating 
in the O&M (Operations & Maintenance) of up to $125,000 per year for the life of the 
project. 
 
Construction cost alone for this facility have been estimated to have a cost of between 21-25 
million dollars. At this point it is only an educated estimate, as no engineering or architect 
rural plans have been ordered due to cost. The true cost wouldn't be known until those 
plans are ordered and prepared. 
 
This bond is being rushed to the public not because of an essential need by the county or 
Richfield City. But because of an emotional outcry by local supporters of this project. 
 
As much as we would all like to see such a facility built in our respective communities, a 
facility that could cost over 25 million dollars and have an operating and maintenance 
budget of over $500,000 yearly is hard to justify when over half the taxpayers will live 
outside of easy access. (5 miles or more). Making this hard to consider as a "County 
Facility". 
 
County taxpayers will see a bond paid for in 2020 on the SVC center, and Richfield City 
taxpayers will see a bond paid for on the Golf course in 2022. Which will mean taxpayers 
will see a decrease in property tax assessment. 
 
If this bond along with the Richfield City bond are approved and this project meets all the 



other funding needs, taxpayers will NOT see their tax assessment decrease. 
 
THIS BOND QUESTION IS ASKING IF YOU SUPPORT A NEW TAX FOR THE SEVIER 
COUNTY PORTION OF A PROPOSED POOL/RECREATION FACILITY TO BE LOCATED 
IN RICHFIELD CITY. This is a NEW TAX! 
 
The County Commissioners have done an outstanding job of limiting unnecessary long-term 
debt in order to put Sevier County taxpayers in a very good position when the economy takes 
its natural course. 
 
We live in an economically challenged area. The Fossil fuel industries have been some of 
the largest tax contributor to our county tax base. With these industries under attack the 
Commissioner s have placed the taxpayers in a good position. Let 's maintain this position. 
 
County Taxpayers, which include Richfield City residents, have been paying on non-
essential bonds for over 40 years. It's time to support our elected officials in being fiscally 
responsible until such a time economic            diversity allows for such a large project to be 
managed and paid for with your tax dollars. Now is not that time. Vote with Good 
Information not Emotion!  
 
Mike Turner 
481 E 580 S 
Monroe UT 84754 
435-979-7067 
Turbo701@hotmail.com 
 

************  
 

(No rebuttal was provided to the above argument) 
 

 
A public meeting will be held to present the arguments on October 15, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at 250 North 
Main, in Richfield, Utah. 
 
 

mailto:Turbo701@hotmail.com

